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ABORIGINAL POLICE SERVICE MEDALS — KUNUNURRA AND BROOME 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.07 pm]: Last week in the Kimberley, I was able 
to visit a number of police stations and community services to see the outstanding work of our regional officers, 
the improvements being made to their workplaces and the strong partnerships formed with local community 
organisations. In addition to this, it was also my privilege, along with Deputy Commissioner Gary Dreibergs, 
to present a number of Aboriginal Police Service Medals in ceremonies at Kununurra and Broome on 17 and 
20 September. As I noted in this place, these medals are a significant marker of the Western Australia Police Force’s 
path to reconciliation with Aboriginal Western Australians. They show both members of Aboriginal communities 
and the wider Western Australian community the value placed on the role of past and current WA Police Force 
Aboriginal employees and the importance of their contribution to policing. 

Police records indicate that over 660 Aboriginal people have worked with police as Aboriginal police liaison officers 
since the 1970s. Of these, an estimated 460 officers were employed for at least three years. Currently, there are 
Aboriginal police officers and staff working in a range of frontline, investigative, community engagement and 
leadership roles. 

In Kununurra, medals were presented to John Birch, Arnold Birch, Frederick Martin, Rex McIntosh and 
Percival Hunter. A medal was also presented to Kathleen Carter, in recognition of her late father’s service. 

In Broome, with the member for Kimberley, medals were presented to Irenaeus “Eric” Cox, Michael Corpus, 
Damien Manado, Gordon Marshall, Lindsay Greatorex, Allan Tang Wei, Gregory Tait, Warren Greatorex, John Albert 
and Luka Gray. Senator Pat Dodson also received a medal for his nephew Ronald Dodson, who could not be present. 
Hasimah Hajinoor received a medal for her son Ryan Sgro; Harley Howard for his late father; Mark and Tania Bin Bakar 
for their son Lindsay Bin Bakar; and Shereen Bin Hitam for her partner, Howard Lockyer. 

I also recognise and thank the families and friends who supported all our award recipients throughout their careers, 
some of whom joined us, and others were there in spirit. These ceremonies would not have been possible without 
the tireless work and impressive organisational skills of Acting Inspector Les Plane. These presentations cumulatively 
represent decades of service. These police employees, sworn and unsworn, have served our community with 
distinction, protecting the lives of those under their care. Without doubt, they have imparted more knowledge than 
the training they received and have left an indelible mark on their colleagues and communities.  
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